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Black Energy Awareness Month (BEAM) 
 

The idea of AABE was conceived in the mind of Clarke A. Watson of Denver, 
Colorado sometime in the spring of 1977. Mr. Watson owned an energy-
consulting firm in Denver, Watson Associates and shared a fear that blacks 
and other minorities were not well represented in the membership on a task 
force created from the enactment of the Department of Energy  

Organization Act  in 1977.  The members of this task force tended to oppose 
most programs and policies that promoted economic growth and resource 
development of minorities. Watson believed there was a strong correlation 
between energy resource development, economic growth, and expanding 
opportunities for disadvantaged minorities to participate more fully in the 
U.S. economic system.  From these reasons, a new organization was formed 
by a group of Blacks concerned about energy matters, called The  

American  Association of Blacks in Energy, with the acronym, AABE. 
 

AABE exists to make sure that Blacks have a place at the table where energy 
matters are discussed and decided upon; to encourage Black youth to follow 
courses of study leading to careers in the energy field; and to promote  
better understanding of energy-issues, particularly among Black Americans. 
 

On September 1991, President George Bush declared October as National 
Energy Awareness Month, encouraging government and organizations to 
raise awareness of the importance of sustainably managing the nation’s  
energy resources. 
 

Thus, was the formation of BEAM.  AABE started BEAM as a way of  
presenting energy education and career day programs aimed at providing 
an interactive learning environment for high school students in a effort to 
broaden their knowledge about the energy industry and new technology, as 
well as enhance their exposure to various career opportunities within the 
energy field.  

http://www.aabe.org/docs/fck/file/Clarke%20Watson%20BIO.doc
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/national-energy-awareness-month
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/national-energy-awareness-month


BEAM EVENT 

THEME:  “Master Your Mind:  New Technological Innovations” 

November 1, 2017 

Program  Agenda 

 

9:30 am — 10:00 am …………………………………………….……..…..Registration & Continental Breakfast 

 

10:00 am —10:10am………………………………………………………………………………………...Welcome 

Cliff DeBerry, Jr 

President, AABE/TN Chapter 

 

10:10 am — 10:20 am………………………………………………………….....Introduction of Schools & Guest 

Barbara R. Martin 

Vice President, AABE/TN Chapter 

 

10:20 am — 11:00 am……………………………………………………….......Dr. Christina T. Rosenthal, DDS 

Owner, Paradigm Dental Center  

 Founder, 516 Foundation 

 

11:00 am — 11:10 am…………………………………………………………………….……..Mr. Jerry Collins, Jr 

President & CEO, MGLW 

 

11:10 am -    11:30 am ……………...……………………………………………………….....  Ms Michelle Smith 

Certified Professional Accountant 

 

BREAK 

 

11:45 am — 12:15 pm…………………………………………………………………..……..Mr. Meka Egwuekwe 

Executive Director, CodeCrew  

Demonstration 

LUNCH 

 

1:00 pm — 1:30 pm…..….………………..……………….……………..…….Wrap Up — Questions & Answers 

Cliff DeBerry, Jr 

Barbara Martin 

ADJOURN 

 



Dr. Christina T. Rosenthal is a graduate of The University of Tennessee, Memphis College 
of Dentistry. Her versatility in excelling both in and out of the classroom was evident as 
she continued on to professional school. 

At The University of Tennessee, Memphis College of Dentistry, she was heavily involved in 
research and as a result, was chosen to represent the school at various meetings through-
out the country. Upon graduation from dental school, Dr. Rosenthal became an associate 
at a local dental corporation. This experience solidified Dr. Rosenthal’s belief that she was 
ready to pursue a private practice venture, and one year later she opened Paradigm Den-
tal Center. 

In 2010, Dr. Rosenthal was one of twelve dentists in the nation selected to participate in 
the American Dental Association’s Institute for Diversity in Leadership. This undertaking 
birthed her non-profit organization, The 516 Foundation. One of the primary components 
of the foundation is the Determined to be a Doctor Someday (D.D.S.) initiatives, which ex-
poses under-represented and/or underprivileged youth to various careers in healthcare. 

In 2014, she was awarded the Joseph L. Henry Oral Health Fellowship at Harvard Universi-
ty, which allowed her to attend Harvard tuition-free. During her tenure at the University, 
she worked with the Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers to help identify 
areas of inefficiency within their dental site entities. On May 28, 2015, she obtained a 
Master’s in Public Health with a concentration in policy from Harvard T. H. Chan School of 
Public Health. 

Notably, Dr. Rosenthal holds memberships in the American Dental Association, the Ten-
nessee Dental Association, the National Dental Association, the Shelby County Dental So-
ciety, and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She and her husband, Arthur, have three chil-
dren, Arthur III, Artemus Yancey, and Artison Christof. In her spare time, she enjoys com-
munity service, reading, and traveling. 

Dr. Christina  T. Rosenthal,  DDS 
Owner,  Paradigm Dental Center 

Founder,  516 Foundation 



Jerry Collins, Jr. 

MLGW President/CEO  

Mr. Jerry Collins, Jr. is the Memphis Light, Gas and Water President & Chief 
Executive Officer who  has served as President and CEO of MLGW since 
2007. A native Memphian, Collins previously served as Director of Public 
Works for the City of Memphis. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in 
the State of Tennessee. 

 

A former Outstanding Alumnus of the University of Memphis' Herff College 
of Engineering, Collins received a bachelor of science in civil engineering in 
1975 and a master of science in civil engineering in 1976. In 2011, he re-
ceived the Herff Honor Award for Distinguished Service in Engineering by 
the University of Memphis, which recognizes engineers whose professional 
and/or personal achievements have brought honor and distinction to the 
college and who have made significant contributions to the engineering 
profession.  



Ms. Michelle Smith 

Certified Professional Account 

Ms. Michelle Smith currently serves as Assistant Director of Administration and Finance, 
at the Center for Earthquake Research and Information, The University of Memphis.  Her 
management and financial expertise has helped CERI to become one of the largest 
earthquake research centers in U.S.  
  
Throughout her professional career, Ms. Smith has also maintained a strong sense of 
community involvement that has positively impacted many Memphians.  She has suc-
cessfully developed and implemented many programs that seek to remedy deficiencies 
and enhance existing efforts that have shown success.  
  
Some of her recent activities and appointments include: 
  
-Treasurer, Orange Mound Civic Organization (current), Orange Mound Community Im-
provement (current).  Among many accomplishments, this organization has helped to 
revitalize delinquent tax properties in partnership with the Shelby County Commission, 
preserve historic structures, and promote construction of new facilities (such as the Or-
ange Mound Community and Senior Living Center).  
  
-Appointed to the Memphis City Beautiful Commission, 2016 
  
-Ran for Memphis City Council in 2011 



Mr. Meka Egwuekwe is a former director of software development at Lokion Interactive and 
has been a software developer for 19 years building software systems for governments and 
Fortune 500 companies around the world.  Mr. Egwueke’s impressive resume began to build 
before he even finished school: his summer internships were spent at the NASA Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, AL and later at Hewlett Packard in Palo Alto, California.  
 
He worked for companies such as Hewlett Packard, Geobot/Metatomix, and Hilton Hotels  
Corporation. His client list includes Beazer Homes, Sawtooth Software, Union Planters/
Regions Bank, Federal Express, ... American Express, Georgia Prosecuting Attorney’s Council 
and the Florida Office of State Courts (including the State Supreme Court). His project back-
ground spans Internet Security, Conjoint Analysis mathematics, Systems Integration and Web 
Portals to name only a few.  
 
Mr. Egwuekwe had a nice career going as a software developer when he co-founded a non-
profit organization, CodeCrew with Petya Grady and Audrey Jones, where he serves as Execu-
tive Director.  CodeCrew is an innovative, mentorship-based coding initiative guiding young 
people in Memphis to be tech producers. His organization teaches middle and high school  
students essential technology skills, like coding, application development, Javascript, Python 
and more.  Based in Memphis, CodeCrew is focused on making computer science education  
available to the city’s underrepresented groups across the city of Memphis. 
 
Meka has been a local leader in the youth coding movement since founding the Memphis 
Chapter of Black Girls Code in late 2012. Under his guidance, the chapter became one of the 
country’s most active, hosting more than a dozen workshops teaching hundreds of girls how to 
build mobile applications, web pages, video games, and robots. Meka is also a longtime  
mentor in StartCo’s business and technology accelerators, where he has mentored various 
companies in tech. 
 
Mr. Egwuekwe has a Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in Computer Science from 
Morehouse College and Duke University, respectively.  He resides in Memphis with his wife, 
Pamela, and their two daughters. 

Meka Egwuekwe 
Co-Founder, Executive Director, CodeCrew 



2017 SCHOOL ATTENDEES 

        Schools          Principals 

 

Bellevue Middle School  Mr. Kevin Malone  

 

Douglas High School   Mr. John S. Bush 

 

East High School    Mr. Marilyn Hillard 

 

East T-STEM Academy   Ms. Lischa Brooks 

 

John P. Freeman Middle School  Ms. Randi Scott-Howard  

 

Maxine Smith STEAM Academy Mr. Michael Demster 

 

Southwind High School   Mr. Christopher Hardimon   
 
 



2017 BEAM SPONSORS 


